102         NAPOLEON'S CAMPAIGN IN POLAND.

in killed, wounded, and prisoners. The Russians, too, had
lost heavily; 5000 is, perhaps, not too high a figure at which
to estimate their casualties.*

Both sides lay claim to the victory in this well-contested
"battle. It is difficult to award the palm to either. What
ground Lannes gained he lost again, and he had been so
severely handled that he could not molest Bennigsen's retreat.
Bennigsen, on the other hand, though he had repulsed the
attack of a very inferior force, had not been able, or had not
dared, to pursue it. He was, rightly, nervous lest the advance
of Napoleon's centre on Makow should cut his line across the
bend of the river to Rozan and Ostrolenka. He could not
feel sure that Lannes' attack would not be renewed next
day by a stronger force. Then, if he lost the Pultusk bridge,
almost inevitable ruin would stare him in the face. So badly
did he think of his position, that he preferred reaching Rozan
by a 22 mile march on the left bank of the river to risking the
direct march of only 15 or 16 by the right.

Having decided, contrary to Kamenskoi's orders,f to
stand and fight at Pultusk, Bennigsen might well have used
his position to better advantage, and, at least, have inflicted
a decisive defeat on Lannes. Had he fallen vigorously on

* Wilson puts the French loss at 10,000 killed and wounded, the Russians at
3000 killed without mentioning wounded (Wilson, p 273). Elsewhere (p. 81),
he puts the Russian loss at less than 5000 men, and the French at 8000 at
least.

Hcepfner (in 118) says that, though the Russian official accounts state
the French loss at 10,000, other Russian authorities say 7000 killed and
wounded, and 700 prisoners. The French admit only 600 or 700 killed and 1500
wounded. This is the figure given by Dumas (vol. xvii.. p, 174), and by
Lannes (ArclnHist.), The marshal puts the Russian loss at 2000 killed, 3000
wounded, 1800 prisoners Dumas says more than 2000 dead Russians were
found on the field, and 1500 wounded, incapable of being moved.

The French, as the attackers, might be expected to lose more heavily than
the defenders. They weie exposed to a terrible aitillery fire, telling heavily on
the close formations. On the other hand, in the personal conflict which consti-
tuted so large a part of the battle, losses would probably not differ greatly.

Plotho (p. 36) calculates the Russian loss at only SOOO or 4000 killed and
wounded.

t Wihon, p. 80,